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November, 2019 Newsletter

Quotation of the month:
“A golf course is the deliberate and willful misuse of a
perfectly good rifle range.”
Col. John Dean “Jeff” Cooper

1920 - 2006

Reminder: No Meeting in December: the board is grateful for the good
turnouts at club meetings and appreciates very much the input from members.
However, don’t be that guy who shows up for the December meeting.

January (Quarterly) Meeting: will be held at 6:30 pm at the clubhouse
on Monday, January 13, 2020. See ya there.

Meantime: as there is no newsletter in December, the board takes this
opportunity to wish the members the best of the coming holidays and safe
journeys if you’re away. Come Christmas may the package under the tree
say Browning, Beretta, Benelli, Colt, Winchester, Remington, etc, etc……
If it’s not there, still take time to thank God we live in a free country where
such a thing is still possible.

In Memoriam: the Board and membership were saddened to learn of the
passing of Nancy A. Ditges, wife of long-time member Les Ditges, on Oct. 22,
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2019. She was employed by the Reno County Sheriff’s Department, the
Hutchinson Police Department and the Reno County Attorney’s Office.
Memorials may be made to Holy Cross Catholic School for student scholarships or the Reno County Education Cooperative #610 to benefit the Audiology
Department. Our condolences to Les and family.

Special Appeal Results: as you will no doubt recall, on the motion of
Treasurer Richard Reed, the club made an appeal to the membership
last month to contribute to a fund to insure an enjoyable Thanksgiving
holiday for the family of Rice County Undersheriff Chad Murphy. Murphy
was gravely wounded in the line of duty earlier this year and his out-of-pocket
expenses have continued to mount. Sheriff Bryant Evans was also seriously
wounded but was able to return to duty fairly soon. We are happy to report
that many of you dug deep and Richard reports the response amounted to
$300, which Richard has placed in the form of a credit-type card, enclosed it
in a Thanksiving greeting card, and delivered it to Murphy at the Sheriff’s
Department in Lyons. Murphy can use the funds for food, bills or whatever
his family’s need is at this holiday season. Many thanks to all of you who
responded and thanks to Richard who spearheaded this effort. Central
Kansas Gun Club cares for our communities in many ways. This was
one.

Gate Status: Ah, yes. Well, here we are again. Larry Meadows reports that
the new electronic gate operating system, which was to have gone hot on
November 1 has, predictably, failed to perform as advertised (sound of
many palms striking foreheads). This is remarkable in light of the fact that
in late September Larry personally operated the gates with the card of every
member. Yup. Every member’s card was tested as Larry stood there and
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swiped card after card. That’s dedication, brother. They all worked fine in
late September. The mystery is, what happened between then and November
1?? The contractors confesses they don’t know. Battery issue? Connection
issue? They’re still chasing gremlins. It is also remotely possible that some
unhappy soul has tampered with the control panels. One hates to even
consider that, but the possibility exists and is being checked by the contractor.
Meanwhile Travis Oden has agreed to make sure locks are installed on all four
panels to forestall this happening. In the meantime, continue to use the
combination lock as before.

Range Maintenance: Executive Officer Dennis Chambers reports work is
pretty well complete on the overhead, millings and so forth on the Cowboy
Action range. The area looks much better thanks to all who pitched in to
help Dennis with this project.

Speaking of Which: Dennis also reminds everyone that if you damage a
steel target, or find one damaged, please take it to the maintenance shed
and leave it there to be repaired. Don’t just walk away and leave it for
someone else to do. It ain’t that hard, folks.

Hunter Education: Frank Triffet reports the classes are over for the
year, but will resume in the spring. Keep an eye on the club calendar
and the newsletter. Many thanks to Frank, Terry Dean and John Meeker
for the many hours spent helping the next generation of shooters to
safely enjoy the shooting sports. Yet another way the club serves our
community. For further information contact Frank at (620) 665-7851 or
Terry at (620) 966-5052 or trdean5357@yahoo.com.
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New USPSA Program Coming: member Eric Schnitzer has stepped up
to run a new USPSA (United States Practical Shooting Association) game
to begin in the coming year. This discipline, much like 3-Gun, utilizes
handgun (9mm minimum), shotgun and rifle and fires multiple stages.
There are divisions and classifications to allow shooters of all skill levels
to participate. Eric plans to shoot 4th Sundays of the month and some 5th
Saturdays. Matches would run from 9 am to about 3:30 pm. using the
Action Pistol and Cowboy Action ranges. Match fee will be $20. The
club will be required to be a USPSA member, but shooters would not be.
The board has approved Eric’s plan and wish him the best in getting his
program going. Thanks to Eric for taking this on. For questions you can
Contact Eric at 316-295-9172

Nickerson High School Trap Team: Coach Travis Oden advises the team’s
fall season has ended and they took 2nd place in their conference. These
NHS shooters, now in their 3rd year, have done exceedingly well under Travis,
Larry Meadows and the other coaches. Well done all! Travis says they have
three seasons – Spring season, Fall season and now…...fund raising season.
Let’s all help that along every chance we get.

Moreover: NHS team member Matthew Meadows, son of Coach Larry
Meadows, recently shot with the Wichita State University Trap Team.
Matthew is shooting ( as it were) for a scholarship and we wish him the best
as he shows what he can do. Dad says he held his own with the WSU shooters.
There’s a foot in the door.

Buhler High School Trap Team: We remain hopeful that the Spring
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semester will see the BHS shooters joining the NHS shooters here on
our range. All efforts are being made to ensure that the required faculty
member is available for their program to move forward.

Shotgun: following a stirring and eloquent Change of Command Ceremony
Travis Oden has taken the reins of the program from Mel Ralston. Many
thanks to Mel for long and faithful service and to Travis for taking on the
program. Travis reminds all that following the end of Daylight Saving
Time on the 3rd the Tuesday and Thursday evening shoots have ended until
the return of DST next March 8. Meanwhile we continue shooting the
first, third and fifth Sundays of the month at 1pm.

Note: there seems to be a mechanical glitch in the middle high and low houses
at the moment, but Mel will see to getting repair parts in post haste.

Action Pistol: Done for the year. Set to resume early next year so keep
an eye on the newsletter and the web site calendar. Any questions can
be directed to Greg Dick.
Contact Greg at (620) 931-7492.
Pistol Caliber Carbine (PCC): done for the year. Many thanks to James
Dean for ramrodding this new and very successful program. Looking forward
to more of the same next year. For more information contact James at (620)
200-0837 or e-mail him at james67501@sbcglobal.net.

Cowboy Action: there is still a faint heartbeat in the chances for seeing this
program renewed. As has been briefly discussed in the recent past, the 4H
Western Heritage program may find a way to reinstate Cowboy Action in
some form or other. Bruce Milburn and Ray Bartholomew will determine
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if and how the program will be resurrected. We hope a way can be found
to bring back a shooting discipline that has been highly successful here in
the past.

Precision Rifle: Done for the year. Greg Krebaum runs the program, which
will resume in the spring. Keep an eye on the club calendar and the
newsletter. Shooting every third Saturday of the month at 8 am. Questions?
Contact Greg at (620) 66- 7515 or e-mail him at krebaum@sbcglobal.net.

.22 Precision Rifle: Jeremy Hitschmann runs the program. They are done for
the year, but will resume in the spring. For information contact Jeremy at
(316) 288-9034 or e-mail him at jeremyhitschmann@gmail.com.

High Power: also done for the year. John Heger is Chairman ably assisted by
Harold Mauck. For information contact Harold at (620) 727-3222 or e-mail
him at dr2136@att.net.

3-Gun: Eric Schnitzer reports 12 or 13 shooters in two squads shot five stages
at the October 20 match. As a reminder, 3-Gun shooters may use .40 cal., .45
cal., 9mm and 12 or 20 gauge firearms. Bring 100 rounds of ammo each, just
to be sure you have enough.

.22 Fun Shoot: Dennis Chambers reports next shoot is December 22 at the
Cowboy Action range. Shooting at 8:30 am the fourth Sunday of the month.
For any information on the fun shoot contact Dennis at (620) 664 – 7004 or
e-mail him at casttackle@cox.net.
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.22 Rimfire Practice: these shoots are held every Tuesday evening at
6 pm. Dennis runs these shoots also. Any questions see Dennis at the above
contact information.

.22 Night Shoots: resumed Nov. 12 and will shoot from 6 to 8 pm on Tuesday of
alternate weeks. See Dennis.

4H: Bruce Milburn reports the 4H BB gun shooting program has begun and
will be held every Sunday afternoon at the clubhouse beginning at 2 pm.
NOTE!! Bruce also advises that any young shooters interested in 4H programs
must be enrolled in both 4H and the particular shooting discipline not later
than December 1. For further information contact Ray Bartholomew at
(620) 200-8253 or e-mail him at raybart53@gmail.com.

4H Western Heritage: will shoot at 2 pm the last Sunday of the month on
the Cowboy Action range. For further information contact Ray as above.

Boy Scouts: Travis Oden reports the scouts will hold their regular November
camp-out here at the club near the pistol ranges November 15, 16 & 17. If
this reaches you in time, drop by as see how they’re doing. Travis says they
are casting about for projects to undertake so stand by.

Gun Shows:
Nov. 16 & 17. Wichita Century II Gun Show. U.S. Weapons Collectors.
Expo Hall. 225 West Douglas. Wichita. (563) 927-8176.
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Nov. 23-24. Elkhart. Tri-State Gun and Collectors Show. Morton County
Civic Center. 400 East Orchard. Elkhart. (620) 360-0004.
Nov. 23-24. Manhattan. Manhattan Gun Show. Midwest Arms Collecors.
Army National Guard Armory. 721 Levee Drive. Manhattan.
(660) 956-6004.
Dec. 14-15. Topeka. Topeka Gun Show. U.S. Weapons Collectors.
Storemont Vail Events Center. 1 Expocentre Drive. Topeka.
(563) 927-8176.
Dec. 14-15. Wichita. Wichita Gun & Knife Show. Century II Performing
Arts & Convention Center. 225 West Douglas Avenue. Wichita.
(918) 658-4500.
Dec. 28-29. Hutchinson. Hutchinson Gun & Knife Show. Kansas State
Fairgrounds. 2000 North Poplar. Hutchinson. (918) 658-4500.
Dec. 28-29. Wichita. Wichita Century II Gun Show. U.S. Weapons Collectors.
Century II Expo Hall. 225 West Douglas. Wichita. (563) 927-8176.
Dec. 28-29. Gt. Bend. Gt. Bend Gun Show. U.S. Weapons Collectors.
Gt. Bend Expo Complex. 455 W. Barton County Road. Gt. Bend.
(563) 927-8176.
Note to concealed carry folks: the phone number (563) 927-8176 is R.K.
Shows out of Manchester, Iowa. They have a strict no-carry policy.
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The (918) 658-4500 number is an outfit called All Tex Gun Shows out of
Howe, Oklahoma (go figure) who seem to be new around here and
muscleling in on RK Shows. Fine with us. They say all Federal, State
and local firearms laws must be obeyed (as does RK) , but the All Tex
website is silent on their carry policy. The Hutch show has changed
from RK to All Tex so you should assume they are also a no-carry
promoter. Whatever happened to running or own little shows?

For Sale: Trey Owston has for sale a Remington Model 724 semi-auto
Woodsmaster in .308 Winchester with a Bushnell SportView 3 X 9
variable scope and sling. $400.00 Contact Trey at (620) 662-6231
or e-mail him at usmcmomanddad@yahoo.com.

For Sale: Don Ragsdale has for sale a Henry Big Boy in .44 Magnum,
lever action, octagon barrel. New in original box. Never been fired.
$700.00. For information contact Don at (620) 669-7227. If no
answer please leave a message.

For Sale: members having items for sale can contact Jerry Maxfield at
(620) 663-8666, (620) 899-1053 or jrmax@cox.net. These will appear in
the next newsletter.

Notes From Yesteryear:
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This month we take a look back at some of the doings of the old Haven
Gun Club. Periodically we’ll see what other clubs in the county were
up to in the old days, but principally we’ll stick with our own history.

AUGUST KOCH MAKES RECORD
__________________
Gun Club Shoot Last Friday was
a great Success – for August.
In the merchandise shoot held by the
Haven Gun Club last Friday, August
Koch featured, breaking 25 birds
straight in the singles and 23 – 25 in
the doubles, thereby establishing a
new record for the club. Frank Astle
also broke 25 straight in singles, and
E. D. Barnes 22 in doubles.
A number of new shooters participated and made some very creditable
scores, carrying home some fine prizes.
The prizes were donated by local business men.
Outside of the fact that August is so
swelled up that he is hard to live with,
the shoot was a decided success and will
be repeated in a few weeks . And if somebody can best August it will be a great
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relief to the fellows in this part of town.
The Haven Journal - Thursday, August 27, 1925. p. 1.

Parting Shot:
“Reality continues to ruin my life.”
Bill Watterson , Creator of Calvin and Hobbes

