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September, 2019 Newsletter

Quotation of the month:
“I sleep well. It is the politicians who are to blame.”
Mikhail Kalashnikov Russian arms designer 1919 - 2013
October Quarterly Meeting: Monday, October 14, clubhouse, 6:30 PM.
Remember this is the month in which we elect officers. Be sure to come
out and make your vote count. Other important stuff on the agenda as well.
Hope to see you there.

Gate Status: It would be good to cast a medal for Secretary Larry Meadows
who has struggled with a number of issues beyond his control in getting the
electronic gates operational. It’s been a nightmare not of his making. Here’s
how matters currently stand: sometime after the fair Larry will set up a time
for members to come to the clubhouse to get their new electronic cards. For
those who can’t make it to the clubhouse appointment Larry will send those
cards out. Until then continue using the old combination (yeah, we know).
Larry will continue to send out paper cards also in the event the electronic
gates malfunction. (Any bets?) Thanks to Larry for enduring this mess.

Work Day: Executive Officer Dennis Chambers has scheduled our next club
work day for September 14 from 8 am till noon. The whole range will be shut
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down for this work day! The club calendar on the website will reflect this also.
Fair warning! Please bring hand tools, power tools, gloves and something to
keep yourself hydrated. This would be a perfect opportunity for our new
members to get in some required hours. Snail-mail guys may not get this in
time.

Advance Notice: President Trey Owston advises the Hutchinson Police
Department has requested use of the range Tuesday, November 15, for
training with SIG Sauer armorers and other personnel. The board has
approved the date and we will have further particulars on hours and range
usage areas in next month’s newsletter.
Also of Note: Safety Officer Jerry Maxfield will be unavailable September 13
to September 30 for orientations. Anyone pending orientation before the
October board meeting will still be taken care of.
Continuing Projects: Dennis Chambers has found a unique gadget for
registering hits on steel targets at long range. The battery operated device
attaches to the back of the target with a thick, clear, self-healing acrylic
indicator extending a short way below the target. On bullet impact anywhere
on the target the acrylic piece flashes bright red and is clearly visible at long
range.. This removes all doubt about a hit and saves a ton of walking. This
works especially well for night shoots but works in daylight as well. The board
authorized ten of these interesting indicators.
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Alas: we note with much regret the passing of an era with the closing of Shooter’s
Supply and Tackle of South Hutchinson. The doors closed for the last time
at 5:30 p.m Saturday, September 7. Thus ended a great run of more than forty
years as perhaps the best known gun shop from the Trinity Valley of Texas to
the Canadian border and points west. That’s not an exaggeration. All thanks
to Bob Schrag, founder of Shooters; Scott Schrtag, member Greg Dick, shop
gunsmith; Jeff Case, sales and member Jesse Downard, sales. Many of us have
spent years at Shooters leaning on the counter and passing the time. We left a
lot of money there as well, but it was the atmosphere that counted. In the end
financial difficulties compelled current owners, the Relihan family, to sell.
There are other gun shops. But not another Shooters.

Hunter Education: Terry Dean reports they had 21` students last class.
Next class will be October 12 at the clubhouse and north ranges, 8 am to 5:30
pm, and will remain taught via the on-line format. Terry advises there are
still slots left for the class. NOTICE: recently there have been issues of
guys showing up to shoot on the north ranges during the Hunter Education
classes not realizing the ranges are reserved for use of the Hunter Ed program,
even during classroom periods. Instructors and others are busy setting targets
and doing other work while class is in session. This creates something of an
issue for the Hunter Ed guys who have to tell guys they can’t use the ranges.
Nobody likes to do this, so remember to check the newsletter and the club
website to avoid further embarrassment. Signs will be posted advising the
ranges are closed so that should help. For Information contact Frank
Triffet at (620) 665- 7851 or Terry (620) 966-5052 or e-mail him at
trdean5357@yahoo.com.

Nickerson High School Trap Team: Coach Travis Oden advises the team

Due

has had their first meeting, with 14 students signed up this fall. Travis says this
is a good turnout considering all the activity choices the students have. The
team will shoot at 6 pm on Mondays and regular shotgun evenings and maybe
Sundays.

Buhler High School Trap Team: the BHS team will not shoot with us this fall
due to a ruling by school officials that students may not participate in out-ofdistrict activities without a faculty member present, and no such faculty
member has been available due to other commitments. This is unfortunate, as
students are left no opportunity to participate in a great and nationally
growing sport. We do hope a way can be found to make this program
available to the BHS shooters soon.

Shotgun: by the time you read this the west trap machine will most likely be
repaired and operational. Mel Ralston reported that he is off on another
world-girdling fishing trip (well, Minnessota anyway) and has left the skeet
shooters to their own devices since they can pretty well look after themselves.

Action Pistol: Greg Dick, recently unemployed, reports six shooters Sept. 8.
Next shoot is the final shoot of the season on October 13 at 8 am.
Contact Greg at (620) 931-7492..
October shoot:
1.) Falling Plate Event.
2.) Los Alamitos Event.
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3) Barricade Event. (Modified)
4.) Texas Mover.

Pistol Caliber Carbine (PCC): James Dean reports 10 shooters competed in
the September 1 event, firing five stages. Next Shoot will be October 6 at 9 am.
For more information contact James at (620) 200-0837 or e-mail him at
james67501@sbcglobal.net.

Cowboy Action: Hope grows dim for the reactivation of the program, but the
door is still open a crack.

Precision Rifle: Greg Krebaum runs the program. There were 8 shooters at the
August 17 match. Next shoot is September 21. Shoots every third Saturday of
the month at 8 am. Contact Greg at (620) 66- 7515 or e-mail him
at krebaum@sbcglobal.net.

.22 Precision Rifle: Jeremy Hitschmann reports seven shooters at the
September 8 shoot. Next shoot is October 13. Shoots begin at 8 am. For
information contact Jeremy at (316) 288-9034 or e-mail him at
jeremyhitschmann@gmail.com.

High Power: Registration starts at 7:30, closes at 8:15 and firing at 8:30 in the
summer months. or information contact Harold at (620) 727 – 3222 or e-mail
him at dr2136@att.net.
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Sunday, September 22: 3 x 600-yard Mid-Range Match. NRA approved.
Harold Mauck will run the match. Work day to follow.
Sunday, September 29: Guy Cromwell Benefit Match, Oklahoma City Gun
Club, Arcadia, Oklahoma. 110-rd. 200/300/600/600-yd. CMP approved.
Guy Cromwell was well known to Oklahoma and Kansas high power
rifle shooters and passed away in 2008. Beginning in 2009 with the
inaugural match on our CKGC range, this memorial match and the Guy
Cromwell Cup Trophy formerly alternated between Hutchinson and
Guy’s home range in Arcadia. Proceeds of the match are split between
their club and ours with the money going to youth marksmanship
programs with which Guy was heavily involved. Not a bad way to be
remembered when you come to think of it. Beginning in 2017 the
Cromwell Cup Match was moved permanently to OKCGC. Results
of the match will be reported by Harold Mauck and will appear here
next month.
Saturday, October 12: 88-rd. 200/300/600 XTC. M16A4 Championship
Match. NRA approved. Annual picnic and awards ceremony to follow.
Greg Krebaum will run the match.

The NRA Museums: recent travels in pursuit of new marksmanship
experiences, and not, as has been widely rumored, flight from criminal
prosecution, found long-term member Phil Schutzenphartz within striking
distance of two NRA museums, and he has submitted the following report:
“Lot’s of neat stuff can be viewed at the National Firearms Museum at
NRA Headquarters in Fairfax, Virginia, and NRA’s satellite museum at Bass
Pro Shop in Springfield, Missouri. The two are quite different in display
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philosophy and techniques but well worth the time if anyone finds themselves
anywhere close. Allow about two hours for each and you’ll probably have
some time left over.
Starting with the museum at NRA Headquarters, the building is easily
accessible from a nearby exit on Interstate 66. Entering the building, you
first encounter a quite large exhibit of publishing magnate Robert Peterson’s
guns. Peterson was publisher of Guns & Ammo, Motor Trend and many other
magazines you will find familiar. There are some fine things in this exhibit,
including a bunch of double rifles and shotguns from various English houses
such as Holland & Holland, Rigby and others, as well as sporting guns from
the usual American suspects.
Continuing on, there are various exhibits detailing the progression of gun
design from hand cannon through modern weapons, with displays focused
on the American West, WW II, movie guns, John Moses Browning,
Thompson sub-machine guns, and competition guns, to name just a few.
And therein lies the rub.
The spaces seem cramped for space, and only a few items have notations
as to what you are looking at. Instead most hings are numbered and visitors
are expected to look up the number on adjacent computer screens, and that
system is a bit cumbersome to use. There were also some rather galling
omissions and mistakes. The display of competition guns, for example, is
badly in need of an update and contains some items that probably don’t
belong in a “national” museum. Another example is the Browning display
contains a rifle manufactured by Winchester, who of course got many designs
from John Browning, but this particular model was designed by Thomas
Johnson without input from Browning. There were other similar things
noticed…...one would think a “national” museum would do a somewhat
better job.
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The NRA museum at Bass Pro in Springfield provides a study in contrasts.
The museum is much more spacious and open, and all the firearms are
well described and better displayed. There are fantastic collections of U.S.
martial handguns, Model 70 Winchester rifles, President Dwight “Ike”
Eisenhower’s model 21 shotgun, Remington production guns and factory
prototypes, outlaw and lawman pistols, Texas Ranger guns and a small but
nice display of guns owned by Theodore Roosevelt, his son Theodore III,
and Leonard Wood, his commanding officer in Cuba.
That’s only a small description of the items at the Springfield branch which,
frankly, I thought was on the whole much better laid out and easier to
navigate and, with the exception of the Peterson collection at NRA
Headquarters, had better quality items. About the worst thing to be
said for the Missouri location is that while Springfield is pretty easy to
get to, the museum is farther off the 4-lane than the Fairfax location.
However, given the horrendous traffic in the Washington metro area,
the advantage is still with the Springfield branch.
Both locations are free admission with free parking, which anyone who
has ever tried parking a car in the Washington metro area or paid through
the nose to get into anything worth looking at out that direction will
appreciate.
Many thanks to Phil for a well-crafted guide to two of America’s great
firearm museums. This will be a great service to any members who may get a
chance to visit either or both of them. Phil will check in periodically on his
wanderings to various shooting venues.

3-Gun: Eric Schnitzer reports twelve shooters shot five stages at the August 18
match, raising $180 for the club. Some maintenance on targets was done also.
Shooters may use .40 cal., .45 cal., 9mm and 12 or 20 gauge firearms. Bring
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100 rounds of ammo each, just to be sure to have enough. Next match Sept.
15 (which will likely have passed by now) and the October match is the 20 th.

.22 Fun Shoot: Dennis Chambers runs the program. Shooting at 8:30 am
the 4th Sunday of the month. Next shoot is September 22 on the Cowboy
Action ranges. Dennis reports only one shooter joined him for the last shoot,
and if participation does not improve Dennis says he will have to cancel the
program. For any information on the fun shoot contact Dennis at
(620) 664 – 7004 or e-mail him at casttackle@cox.net.

.22 Rimfire Practice: these shoots are held every Tuesday evening at
6 pm. Dennis runs these shoots also. Any questions see Dennis at the above
contact information. Note: .22 night shoots will resume in the fall.

4-H: Bruce Milburn reports they have moved their small-bore shoot from Wed.
to Sun. at 1 pm. There are six or seven shooters in the trap and skeet programs
shooting Tuesdays at 6 pm. The Western Heritage/Cowboy Action program is
still in action the 4th Sunday of the month at 2 pm. For information contact
Ray Bartholomew at (620) 200-8253 or e-mail him at raybart53@gmail.com.

Boy Scouts: Travis Oden reports they will hold their regular November
camp-out here at the club near the pistol ranges November 15, 16 & 17.

Gun Shows:
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Sept. 28-29. Salina Gun Show. Saline County Livestock & Expo Center.
900 Greeley, Salina. (785) 823-1747.
Oct. 5-6. Herrington Gun & Knife Show. Herrington Community Bldg.
810 S. Broadway. Herrington. (785) 366-0245.
Oct. 5-6. Hutchinson Gun & Knife Show. Kansas State Fairgrounds,
20th & Poplar. Hutchinson. (918) 658-4500.
Oct. 5-6. Tonganoxie Benefit Gun Show & Flea Market. Leavenworth
County Fairgroounds. 405 W. 4th. Tonganoxie. (913) 645-5315.
Oct. 12-13. Wichita Gun Show. Hosted by Chisholm Trail Antique Gun Assn.
Hartman Arena. 8151 N. Hartman Arena Drive. Park City.
(316) 755-2560.

For Sale: members having items for sale can contact Jerry Maxfield at
(620) 663-8666, (620) 899-1053 or jrmax@cox.net. These will appear in the
next newsletter.

Notes From Yesteryear:
“A.K. Johnson, Wallace Kilmer and George D. James each turned in
scores of 99 while competing with high power rifles in a shoot at the

Due

Hutchinson Rifle Club at it’s sand hills range northeast of the city
Sunday.
Each of the three had one perfect card of 50 and one card with
one miss for a 49. Due to cold, windy weather the turnout was small.
Other scores were: William M. Ruddick, 96; C.L. Fox, 94: Chester
Nevius, 93: James Cotton, 93 and Max H. Embree, 86.
The Hutchinson Rifle Club has voted to give medals to the three
high men in a special shoot each month. This month the medals
were awarded to the high men in the high power rifle shoot. George
D. James received the gold medal, outranking Wallace Kilmer,
although both had scores of 240. Kilmer received a silver medal and
Nevilus with 223, the bronze medal.”
The Hutchinson News Herald, Mon., April 17, 1939. P. 2.

Parting Shot:
“When I was younger I could remember anything, whether it happened
or not.”
Mark Twain: on aging
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